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I can hardly believe it has been about five months since I have been blessed to worship and 
minister with the good people of Oxford United Methodist Church. As I write this short 
reflection, I am reminded of when my parents would travel to Annual Conference and leave 
their six children behind to be cared for by church members who loved  us without          
reservation.  

As they drove off, I would scream and say, ñMama, Daddy don't leave, don't leaveò. I  
would cry out because I knew I would miss them so very much. We were not used to both 
parents being gone at the same time.   I would often ask the caregiver, are my mother and 
dad on their way home yet?  She would reply, "Not yet, but soon."  That's how I felt 
about being away from Oxford UMC. But here we are - on the cusp of being together!  

You will never know how much I missed you as I thought of you while attending to       
important health issues. Your prayers were answered and I will be eternally grateful!  My 
oncologist reported to me that there is no cancer in my body!  Praise God!  

In this season of Lent, let us continue to ask that our compassionate God give us space and 
courage to always have a place of hope and love in our hearts especially for those without 
family or friends.  

Our Lenten journey reminds us of the need to follow Christ as he leads us into the promise 
land. May all of us take time to seriously reflect on how God receives us where we are, 

with the expectation that we will keep 
growing in love and wisdom. It is with 
Godôs energy, grace and love, that we 
are clothed with righteousness and 
forgiveness - in the name of our Lord 
who will care for us all of our days 
and in our eternal home.  

In His service as  faithful servants,  

Julius E. Del Pino, Pastor 
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Uniting in Jesus Christ 
we spread Godõs love 

 

 

    

We envision a church with  
a vibrant Christian spiritual 
life where we welcome and  
value all Godõs peopleé 

Where we grow, discover, 
and share our gifts in the  
church and in the world.  
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Our Mission 

 

 The Grapevine 

 òI am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them, bear much fruité.ó  John 15:5  



The Grapevine  

2                                                                                             www.oxfordunitedmc.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

March 24th @ 10am  
Palm Sunday is the day we remember how they       
welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem - as a King. He    
humbly rode a donkey and the townspeople waved 
palm branches to welcome him. We also wave palms 

on this day to welcome him into our lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

March 29th @ 12pm (noon)  

at Oxford UMC  
Good Friday is the day people all over the world     
remember the death of Jesus and the horrendous     
pain He experienced on our behalf. Good Friday     
services are held in most communities. Some      
churches hold noon day services to intentionally       

include the business community.  

March 31st @ 10am  
Easter is the culmination of Jesus defeating death and gives us hope to embrace    
and believe in life eternal. While people still die, Jesus, through his life and           
ministry made it possible to have a relationship with God now while on earth,        

and also to spend eternity in heaven with our Creator.  
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Learning & Loving Rightly 
By Bishop David Bard | MI Area |   
Posted on February 6, 2024 in ñBishopôs 
Blogò 

Reflecting on Black History Month, 
Bishop David Bard encourages us to 
do our part in cultivating hearts and 
souls that love more deeply and    
intelligentlyé  

It seems as if we just turned the calendar to a new year, and 
the first month of that new year has already passed. March is 
always a busy month. Projects that slow for the holidays pick 
up speed again. Appointment-making for the coming year 
begins. The North Central Jurisdiction College of    Bishops 
meets. 

As January becomes February, we enter Black History 
Month, and on the fourteenth, we have Valentineôs Day. 
Black History Month is important for helping us enrich and 
deepen our understanding of our history as a country and 
world. Later in the year, we will mark Womenôs History 
Month (March), Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month 
(May), Pride Month (June), and Hispanic Heritage Month 
(September 15 ï October 15). Each of these shares an effort 
to enrich and deepen our understanding of our history,     
noting the impact of persons who have often been excluded 
from or marginalized in our historical narratives. Each of 
these remembrances celebrates significant contributions and 
notes the unique challenges of groups of persons. 

Central to the anti-bias, anti-racism work we are committed 
to as a conference is deepening our understanding of our  
history and its ongoing impact. A deeper and richer        
comprehension of the effects of race and racialized thinking 
on our history is necessary in our work of building a more 
beloved community in the name and spirit of Jesus, this    
Jesus whom Paul says ñis our peaceò and ñhas broken down 
the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between usò (Ephesians 
2:14, NRSVue). 

Learning a richer, deeper, more complex history. Enlivening 
our minds so as to help build beloved community. One might 
say this is intelligence in the service of love. Learning and 
love. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., one of the significantly important 
figures in Black history in the United States, in his sermon 
ñLove in Action,ò wrote the following, ñNever must the 
church tire of reminding men that they have a moral         
responsibility to be intelligent.ò You have heard me share 
that before. He goes on, ñBut if we are to call ourselves 
Christians, we had better avoid intellectual and moral    
blindness . . . . We are commanded to love God, not only 
with our hearts and souls, but also with our mindsò (Strength 
to Love). Learning and love. 

Dr. King earned his doctorate from Boston University. One 
more recent faculty member at the Boston University School 
of Theology, Robert Cummings Neville, also writes about 
the importance of intelligence and its connection to love: 
ñChristian intelligence is one office of the churchôs ministry, 
and the timely and well-placed exercise of this office is    
absolutely indispensable to the practice of the gospel of 

Christ. Without the cultivation of informed intelligence to 
the utmost, Christian ministry becomes stupefied, banal and 
boring. . . . The practice of the Christian life requires        
informed intelligence. . . . Christian intelligence is needed to 
prize the world divinelyò (The God Who Beckons). Learning 
matters. Informed Christian intelligence is indispensable, 
and it serves our ability to prize the world divinely, to love 
rightly. 

Dr. King wrote his dissertation comparing the concept of 
God in the works of theologians Paul Tillich and Henry    
Nelson Wieman. Paul Tillich was a well-known theologian 
in the mid-twentieth century. In one of his sermons, Tillich 
wrote about truth and love and said, ñDistrust every claim 
for truth where you do not see truth united with love; and be 
certain that you are of the truth and that the truth has taken 
hold of you only when love has taken hold of you and has 
started to make you free from yourselvesò (The New Being). 
Learning and love. 

In this Black History Month, which is also a month in which 
love is celebrated, may we pray that God enlivens our minds, 
enlarges our hearts, makes our spirits gentle and generous, 
and creates capacious souls in us. May we give ourselves to 
learning, to cultivating an informed Christian intelligence in 
this time of social media soundbites, rampant                    
misinformation, and echo-chamber conversations. May we 
do our part to cultivate hearts and souls that love more     
deeply and intelligently. 

 

To read the latest from the Bishop (click here)  

Conference (click here)  

Or the East Winds District (click here)  

https://michiganumc.org/abar-education-moves-forward/
https://bishop.michiganumc.org
https://michiganumc.org
file:///C:/Users/OUMC Church Office/Documents/Becky
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Lord - we lift up these people to you by name: 

  The family of Sue Smith       David Lawrie     Laura Hubbard        Julie Langley      Holly McIntyre       

Olga Neill     Carolyn Foss     Bob Willobee     Pastor Julius Del Pino       Clifford Warren          

     Kent Patterson     John & Nadine Lychuk         Kip Lawrie         Joyce Del Pino     

Ron Shedlowsky      Ro Van Wagoner      Amy Thorson     John Hauxwell 

Bruce Conrad     Kristina Del Pino      Shirley Ricketts    Ron Bunker   Shirley Conner 
    

We ask your blessings upon:  

Our Revived Church - that Oxford UMC may be a great source of love                  

for this community and that we may revive our vision 

All Families + those expecting new children; dealing with loss of a loved one   

All our school children, their teachers, school workers and administrators  

All affected by the Oxford High School and all other School Shootings  

Those affected by Natural Disasters & all Violence in the US and worldwide  

All of our brothers and sisters who deal with racism & hatred 

First responders, caregivers, medical personnel and all affected by illness 

Those with mental illnesses, are lonely, or do not have someone to pray for them  

Our local and national representatives in all three branches of government  

Those in the military serving on our behalf  

Oxford UMC, Pastor, Staff, Guests, United Methodists, and Christians everywhere  

 We also pray for those whose names are unmentioned, dear Lord, for 
you know and love them.  

We ask all these things in your name, Lord Jesus.  
 
 
 
 

Need prayer with a Pastor?  
Sign up on the sheet outside the office, or contact the church office 

 

March 2 - Holly Cischke | Jon Gross 

March 3 - Lynda Bertich | Karen Etherton | Cameron Mumbrue  

March 5 - Steve Clay  

March 8 - Grayson East 

March 11 - Lucinda Bellairs | Teresa Nelson 

March 18 - Millie Solon 

March 19 - David Cischke 

March 20 - Levi Lair | Lorrin Schwartz 

March 26 - Ginny Conrad               

March 31 - Marta Acheson 
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April 2 - Larry Bradford 

April 6 - Mark Mudd  

April 14 - Shirley Conner 

April 15 - Renae Shagena 

April 19 - Shirley Acheson 

April 20 - Jordyn Meersseman 

April 28 - Mary Garrard 

April 30 - Carolynn Foss 

 March 11 - Mike & Lucinda Bellairs 


